
For Students Entering Grade 6 in September 2018 
 

 
Dear Incoming 6th 

Graders and Parents/Guardians: 

 

 

Summer is a wonderful time to enjoy the outdoors, explore your interests, and spend time with 

family and friends.  Without school assignments and studying, you are free to gravitate toward 

activities of interest. We invite you to choose books and reading materials that are appealing to YOU 

this summer.  For some, that may mean reading novels and short stories with fictional characters and 

plots.  Others may prefer non-fiction books such as biographies, how-to books and/or texts about 

historical events. It may be an opportunity to read something you've been meaning to read for some 

time or to explore a genre not typically read.  

 

Our goal is to help you maintain a regular reading life throughout the summer.  Read 

thoughtfully and keep track of what you're reading, so you can share your thoughts with us in 

September. Pack your books and bring them with you to the beach or camp! Choose books that you 

think you will really enjoy. Summer reading should be fun reading! 

 
1. Choose and complete at least two titles from the Newbery Award Medal Winner/Honor             

List from 1922 to the present. You can find this list at a public library or at the following                   

web site: 

 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberyhonors/newberymedal 
 

2. We also require that you read at least one non-fiction book of your choice, either a 

biography or any topic that interests you.  If you choose biography, we recommend the 

series “Who Was…….” published by the company Grosset & Dunlap (there are many titles 

to choose from). Please note -- the book should be at least 70 pages in length. We 

recommend reading about one of the topics studied in 6th 
grade science or social studies, 

including: 

• Ancient civilizations, including Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, India, China, the 

Middle Ages and the Renaissance 

• Contemporary issues in the Middle East and / or on the Eastern Hemisphere 

• Human rights, including education, hunger/famine, war, water 

• Weather, astronomy, volcanoes, earthquakes, geology, sustainability, 

environmental issues 
 

 
 

We look forward to discussing these books with you at the start of sixth grade.  We wish you a 

wonderful summer and look forward to meeting you in September! 

 

 
Sincerely, 

 
The Sixth Grade Humanities Teachers 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberyhonors/newberymedal

